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SUBJECT: PORT ACCESS FOR CZECHOSLOVAK VESSELS 

1. EMBASSY IS AUTHORIZED TO INFORM APPROPRIATE MFA OFEICIALS 
THAT WE HAVE DECIDED AS OF MAY 20 TO IMPROVE US PORT ACCESS 
FOR CZECHOSLOVAK COMMERCIAL CARGO AND PASSENGER VESSELS BY 
INSTITUTING DIRECT SHIPPING AGENT-TO-COAST GUARD CHANNELS 
FOR PORT ENTRY REQUESTS. THESE REQUESTS WILL STILL HAVE TO 

BE MADE 14 DAYS IN ADVANCE OF PROPOSED ENTRY. 

2. NEW PROCEDURE PLACES ENTIRE RESPONSIBILITY FOR PROMPT 
AND COMPLETE PORT ENTRY REQUESTS WITH SHIP'S AGENTS OR 
CHARTERERS, AND SHIP'S MASTER, NO LONGER INVOLVING EMBASSY 
OR CZECH MFA. THIS SHOULD IMPROVE CZECH VESSELS' COM- 
PLIANCE WITH L 14-DAY REQUIREMENT. RUSH 
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